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Short Biography 

William Cook is Professor in Combinatorics and Optimization at the University of 

Waterloo, where he received his Ph.D. in 1983. He was elected a SIAM Fellow in 

2009, an INFORMS Fellow in 2010, a member of the National Academy of 

Engineering in 2011, and an American Mathematics Society Fellow in 2012. 

William Cook is the author of the popular book In Pursuit of the Traveling 

Salesman: Mathematics at the Limits of Computation. Former Editor-in-Chief of 

the journals Mathematical Programming (Series A and B) and Mathematical 

Programming Computation. Past chair on the Mathematical Optimization Society. 

Past chair of the INFORMS Computing Society. 
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